





aiways included something practical to read along with more official reports. Likewise at
branch meetings and conferences, business matters receive a higher proportion of time
than practical trade talks ever do contrary 1o similar events in the past when the reading of
trade processes and demonstrations were given an equal share of the procesdings.

This void i the late 19705 early 1980s was identified by the interior designers who
produced glossy book after glossy hook all about the decorative processes of our craft.
Skills and techniques that we had made our own since 1850 were now in book shops and
DIY stores. The craft of stencilling and stencil designing for instance was all ours from
1880 until we lost it in 1980. Then all of a sudden the people practising these skills that our
trade pioneered years ago started to call it specialist decorating or special paint effects.

To return to our historical adventure. the B.D.A. National President in 1982 was Mr.
D. B. Deighton and in 1983 Mr. E. Gordon. It was in 1984, as members I'm sure will
remember, that Mr. A. S. Broadley of Leeds became our President and sadly in July of
that year Arthur died. It was the first time that a National President had died in office and
it was Mr. Deighton who stepped in and acted President for the remaining part of the year
until conference at Blackpool when Wilfred L Harrison became President for the ensuing
year. Our Honorary Treasurer during this period of the association’s affairs was Mr. J_ E.
Savage, A.C.LS., a post which he held for a number of years.

Al the 1985 conference it was proposed that Mr. F. J. Keeble, M.B.E. should be
appointed President of the association for the vear 1985/6. This was the 90th Annual
General Meeting of this association to be held. which means we are now getting close o
the Annual General Meeting and Conference which will mark the centenary of same. This
also means dear reader, fellow craftsmen and members of the Association that you
probably know as much or even more than I do about this period of the British
Decorators Association. I will therefore be brief in this the last decade in my attempt to
put faces and events to the list of National Presidents of the B.D.A. which always appears
in the front pages of the members’ yearly reference handbook.

In 1987 when Mr. E. S. Knowles was President, our Director, Ken Blease looked
towards his early retirement after 19 ¥ears' service at Head Office, Haywra Street,
Harrogate. It was to come into effect in February 1988. His one regret was the journal
which he had virtually made his, building it into a viable operation in the late T0s was by
1986/7 running up large debts. Therefore it seemed continuity of the Association’s
business for the newly appointed Director was going to be a challenging one.

The appointment of the new Director, consequent to the retirement of Kenneth Blease
on the 29th February 1988 went to Mr. John Young, B.5c., A.C1S.. M.B.ILM. taking up
his directorship on March 1st 1983, His previous job was Executive Director of the
National Association of Funeral Directors.

Our President in 1988 for ten months only due to procedural changes was once again
Maurice Waterhouse from Chorley in Lancashire. The following vear 1989, the National
Director along with the National Executive and the new Forward Development Working
Party brought their deliberations for the future of the B.D.A. to the business meeting. It
was Walter Smith who was now our MNational President. Walter, an acquaintance of mine
from the ‘old days of the Full Technological Certificate courses at the Jacob Kramer
College. Leeds, took all this in his stride, meeting these new challenges and proposals of
the F.D.W.P. head on. The B.D.A. was ready for “change’.

Harry Short was our President for 1990, the vear in which the wheels of change and
restructuring began to slowly turn, gaining speed in 1992,
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f ‘oung through early retirement and gained Stanley ‘Bm}lght{:n We lost a
H;'r? Eliiofsﬁic[j;c[c‘itrguss E] Harfagam and gained a Head Dfﬁce address in huneefmn. ‘l.:e also
gained a higher profile through sponsorship with manufacturers suc_h as Henkel dAd 5::;5
and Harris Paint Brushes and when we needed to gain members we lost them due to the
demise of Plymouth and District Branch.

It is to the last quartet of National Presidents of the Bntish Decorators Assm:iaiiun'ﬁ
first one hundred years existence that I now arrive at. Mr. Kf:nnef.h Hunt, Mr. George Ba
1992 (the driving force behind the implementation of restructuring the Assc;ctatlpn]_ Mr.
Geoffrey Noble 1993 and our President for this centenary year Mr. Robert J. Collier 1994,
To all I pay tribute.

Each has contributed endless hours to the high office of National President oflthe
B.D.A., each has travelled hundreds of miles, atte_ncicgf up to E{]ﬂ_functmns and lost
nﬁmﬁr{;us working hours in the time honoured fashion for this Painting and Decorating
craft. f e

i y sidents of this Association,

In fact I pay tribute to the work of all great Eradesmel:l Pres: .
each a?w'héjm‘mmﬂ to us from Regional or Branch Presidents. Also to the ha}'d_workt?f
both past and present paid stafl and of course to all members of this Association who
simply want to belong and take part in its history and its future.

For its future that we now look towards | hope we teach, not tell people about every
facet of our cralt and our trade association.

Mr. J. E. Butterwori. _ .
Technical Advisor for Employers, Gemeva Convention 1921 aund Past Presidert 1925,
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The British Decorators Association: T wish it well,

Finally may 1 add the following guotation by Mr. J. E. Butterworth, past President
under his pseudonym of Eric Johns.

“We are all inclined to think we are very important people, doing great things. But
it is well for us sometimes to look back at “the rock from which we were hewn and
the pit from which we were digged".

It is well for us if only to remind us of the debt we owe to the pioneers of past
years, the men who. in even more difficult days than these, laid the foundations
upon which we later folk have built.

We may look at the work of the intervening vears and consider whether we have
gone forward or backward or even sideways and we may perhaps learn something
from the survey of the past that will help us in the future.”

Eric Johns.

And thevery lastword comesdown tous [romabout 1910 andis typical ol the sardonic
wit of the "skibs” of those days.

A painter stood ar the Golden (ate,
His head was bended low,
He meekly asked the man of fate,
Which way he had to go,
“Wihat have you done” Saint Peter asked.
“To gain admittance here?”
“I've been a painter down on eardh,
For many a weary year'.
Saint Peter opened wide the gate,
And beaming said “All's well!
Cowe right inside and choose vour harp,
You've had your share of hell”.




